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REVIEWS & RECOMMENDATIONS

FORT WORTH STAR-TELEGRAM - November 16, 2002
Contemporary Dance/Fort Worth flunks geography 

but passes dance at Scott Theatre

Wide ranging dancers hit mark
by Punch Shaw

… The standout works, however, were the pair that bracketed the program: the opening Three in One, by Gunild Pak, and the closing number, Collision Course, by CDFW artistic director Kerry Kreiman.

Pak’s piece required a trio of dancers representing body, mind and spirit – Graves, Sarah Guillerman and Felice Garielle Romero – to bloom like a rose, flow like a river and sail like the wind. The languid and lovely work was beautiful in both design and execution. It was so good it even overcame its clichéd, New Age sound bed.

PHILADELPHIA INQUIRER – February 21, 1995

Ballroom and ballet, from the Carlisle Project

by Miriam Seidel

Gunild Pak built a tender rapport between her partners (Margaret Tappan and James Illde), and limbed some dramatic tango-like profiles with the swanlike Tappan in long, straight-backed dips.

BALLET WEST – June 7, 1984

Toni Lander Marks, teacher, prima ballerina, ABT, Royal Danish Ballet

I chose Gunild to do one of the two leading roles [in Konservatoriet, for Utah Ballet] and my very first impression of her proved to be right. She gave me a great pleasure in doing this difficult work with a wonderful feeling for the style [of Bournonville], as close as one can possible get and executed the most difficult and complicated steps with an ease that only professional dancers have. She has proven herself to be a very fine dancer and artist showing depth in everything she is doing, it being modern as well as classical.

RIRIE-WOODBURY DANCE COMPANY – January 31, 1994
Joan Woodbury, Director

Gunild is a rare individual…very contemporary in her thinking. Gunild is a very gifted teacher… truly exceptional. She is knowledgeable, caring, thorough, clear and inspirational.

PERRY-MANSFIELD PERFORMING ARTS SCHOOL – August 3, 1993

Randy Nelson, Program Director

Gunild did a fantastic job choreographing, “Premonitions.”  I was very appreciative of her patience and professionalism… Gunild and her dancers handled the performance [at the Strings in the Mountains Festival] beautifully.

KENT STATE UNIVERSITY – December 9, 1992

Darwin Prioleau, Dance Coordinator

My most favorite piece in the Dance ’92 concert was Gunild’s piece, Water, Wind and Power. It was a well-crafted piece that presented a wide range of dynamics and energies. Gunild’s talent as a modern dance choreographer is strong.

ANOTHER LANGUAGE PERFORMING ARTS COMPANY – February 13, 1990

Jimmy Miklavcic, Director

Gunild is an accomplished dancer and choreographer trained in both ballet and modern dance styles.  Her work exhibits a strong desire for quality, professionalism and innovation.

UNIVERSITY OF UTAH DEPARTMENT OF BALLET – March 22, 1989

Barbara J. Hamblin, Chair

The work that Gunild has produced for the Department of Ballet has been of excellent quality.  She has taught classes on the non-major and major levels and her knowledge of modern dance has enhanced her teaching of ballet.  She has a deep understanding of the human body and how it functions in both ballet and modern technique areas. As a teacher, she is articulate, disciplined and knowledgeable.  The students are motivated and eager to accept what she has to offer… Her skill in choreographing in either idiom is evident… She works with the dancers in ways that gain their respect and effort and I have been very pleased with the content and divers style of her dances.

UNIVERSITY OF UTAH DEPARTMENT OF MODERN DANCE – April 1989

Loabelle B. Clawson, Director of Performing Danscompany

As a teacher of dance, Gunild brings a rich background of experience.  She is sensitive and understanding in her teaching skills, as well as knowledgeable and precise in her exploration of concepts leading to her own individual philosophy. She is especially adept in imparting her teaching expertise to the young, inexperienced dance students.

Gunild is an excellent performer and has spent many years in professional performance in dance. This experience brings a uniqueness in her teaching style.  She makes her students “want to dance.”

As a choreographer, she shows promise and creative invention in the development of her ideas. She has an artistic eye in evaluating form and content in the creation of dances… She not only has multifaceted talents but also possesses a unique perceptiveness about life.

